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Dear People of Christ Church, 

If you somehow missed the news, Sunday, August 6, will be Bridget’s last Sunday with us at Christ Church 
before she goes to be rector of St Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Toledo, Ohio (yes, the town where Klinger 
on M.A.S.H. came from). The Vestry hopes that you will join us following the 10:30 am service that morn-
ing for a reception to thank Bridget for her six years of ministry to the community of Christ Church and to 
wish her well. 

With Bridget’s departure from Christ Church, many of you will wonder when will we have another assistant 
rector. I do not know exactly. I have informed the Vestry that we will spend some time looking at where we 
are as a parish, where might we see ourselves going as a parish, and what gifts and skill sets might help us to 
get there. I also want to take some time to see what kind of help I would like to have in serving Christ 
Church. So, there will be some space and time between clergy. 

In this in-between time, I am working with the Diocese to give the Vestry, and the parish, some guidance 
about ways to grow and improve our health and life as a parish family. I am also fortunate to have retired 
clergy in the community who have offered to help with Sundays and other programming and worship. I have 
talked with the Vestry about ways we can be certain to have our parish programs and life continue to serve 
with the support and participation of the parish. 

An area of parish life where I continue to need your help has to do with communication with the clergy, now 
just me. Communication becomes all the more important now. The very best way to reach me is to call the 
Church Office (540-662-5843). If I do not answer, leave a message at my extension (Ext. 1). I sometimes  
forward my office calls to my cell phone, so I may answer a call even if I am not in the office. I am able to 
check my voicemail remotely, so I will get your message if I’m in the office or not. It’s fine to email me, but 
you will have a quicker response if you call. I try to check email at least once a day, but occasionally, it can 
be two or three days between email checks. I do not use Facebook or Twitter, so please don’t assume I have 
seen a post from you there. Please remember that the hospital is restricted in its ability to contact parish cler-
gy unless you specifically ask them to call Christ Church. If you are hospitalized or ill, you may also call one 
of our parish nurses, Helen Zebarth and Rosalie Lewis, to let us know. 

As I work with you, the parish, and Vestry reviewing and exploring our future together as a parish, I will 

keep you informed about the search process for our next assistant rector. We will also keep you up to date on 
ways you can help us in the parish during this in-between time! 

 
Faithfully, 

From the Rector  



 

2                    www.ChristChurchWinchester.org

Worship  

Highlights from the July Vestry Meeting 

 The treasurer reported that we are behind on pledged income and that quarterly statements went out on 
July 11. 

 Parish Life Committee is working on the open house for August 20, the parish cookout on August 27, and 
the Bishop’s visit on September 10. 

 The Outreach Executive Committee concept will be introduced to the congregation on July 30. 

 The Outreach Committee will be working with CCAP to support the Winchester Rescue Mission. Men’s 
Fellowship will participate by cooking dinner and bingo night in August will collect cleaning products for 
them. 

 The Outreach Committee is surveying the congregation to gage support and interest to move forward with 
a refugee resettlement program at Christ Church. Church World Services has good information on their 
website (churchworldservices.org) about the process. 

 The Properties Committee is working on repairs to the air conditioning unit in the Sanctuary. They  
continue to work with the architect on drawings for the porch of the Old Rectory. Some outside painting 
and repair of gutters and shutters is underway. 

 Vacation Bible School had another successful, smooth year. The Winchester Police Department was help-
ful with traffic control and pedestrian safety. 

 Webster talked about the youth pilgrimage to England from July 19-26 and thanked the Vestry and the 
congregation for their support. 

Preparing for the Bishop’s Visit 

Please mark your calendars for our annual Bishop’s visitation to 
Christ Church on Sunday, September 10. The Rt. Rev. Shannon 
Johnston will be joining us for the celebration of confirmation,  
reception, and reaffirmation. Bishop Johnston will preside and 
preach at the 10:30 am service, which will be followed by a  
reception in the Tilford Room, hosted by the Parish Life  
Committee. 
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Farewell Bridget! 

As I leave Christ Church and head off to St. Andrew’s in Toledo, I wanted to take the opportunity  
simply to say, “Thank You!” Six years ago, I came to Winchester and you all welcomed me with open 
arms. You invited me to be a part of your lives and in doing so, you allowed me in to some of the most  
sacred spaces life brings. This parish loves deeply with a heart of service to one another and the world and 
is always seeking where and to what God is calling this community to next. Thank you again for all the 
love and support you have given me during my time with you. I will forever be grateful for your warmth, 
hospitality, and love. 
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Vacation Bible School 2017 
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Christian Formation 

VBS Thank You! 

On behalf of all the children who laughed, learned, ate, and sang their way through this year’s Vacation Bible 
School, THANK YOU to all who made the experience happen! Each July, our VBS is an ever-lively  
celebration of God’s love that plants seeds of faith which bring children back year after year and generation 
after generation. This year our theme was Passport to Peru: Discovering God’s Good Gifts. The simple  
message to the children is that, in Jesus, we find comfort, patience, peace, love, and joy for our every  
experience. No matter our individual strengths and weaknesses, people everywhere matter and can always 
count on God’s love for us. Certainly that’s good news for summer or any time! 

Reaching out to 282 children from Christ Church, Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, and all those from our 
community at large, takes many, many hands and all generations. We are especially grateful this year for the 
following volunteers and supporters: Olivia Adams, Michael Cipiti, Riley Creamer, Dottie Lou Crisp, Gerry 
Kiefer, Gil Kesser, Marge Kesser, Kayla Lanouette, Betsy Pondelik, Teresa Seitz, Karey Starnes, Amy Stock, 
Marty Tabaka, Amelia Wheeler, Tuffy Whitacre, Amy Whipkey, Laken Whipkey, and, of course, Bridget and 
Webster. Thanks, too, to all you parents, grandparents and friends who shared your children with us during our 
fabulous week.  

Next year’s dates are July 16-20, 2018. Put VBS on your calendar now and plan to be part of the fun! 

 
 

 Ah, summer is rapidly drawing to a close for school-age  
children. As they start back at school, we hope that they will 
also start a new year of Sunday School at Christ Church. 
Newcomers and returners alike are invited to be an active part 
of our church family! 

 On Sunday, August 20, beginning at 9:30 am, we will have a 
Sunday School Open House to meet our  teachers, see our  
friends old and new, and check out our curriculum. Our 45-
minute Sunday School classes begin on Sunday, August 27, 
at 9:30 am. Classes for  children and youth meet in the 
classrooms on the second floor of the Parish Hall. Registration 
Forms will be available on the church website 
(christchurchwinchester.org), or may be completed in person 
on August 20th or 27th. 

Sunday School classes aren’t the only opportunities on Sunday morning for our young parishioners!  
Children’s Chapel is an option for  those ages 3 through 7 dur ing the first por tion of the 10:30 am  
Sanctuary service. It has a very simple child-sized liturgy with activities and games to get the wiggles out  
before joining parents in the Sanctuary at the Peace. A rotating team of parent leaders offers this ministry. 
There is no registration. Children are invited to participate every Sunday or from time to time as their parents 
choose. 

As parents, we are called on to set the model of regular attendance for our children and to participate in their 
faith formation. If you are not called to be a teacher, consider being a substitute and/or helping with Children’s 
Chapel, in the nursery, or with the younger ones during Coffee Hour. Children see where we place our values 
by what we do. Don’t overlook the opportunities listed on the registration form! 
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Committee & Group Meetings 

 

 

Calendar and Upcoming Events 

The Rector’s day off  is Friday. 

Church Office Tel. 540-662-5843 

 

Church Services 
Sunday 

Holy Communion Rite I 8:00 am 
Holy Communion Rite II 10:30 am 

Wednesday  
12:00 pm Pilgrim’s Chapel 
(Healing Service 3rd Wed) 

Second Monday 
 6:30 pm Special Needs—Sanctuary 

Adult Choir Rehearsal Wed: 7:00 pm  

Adult Forum Sun: 9:30 am 

Alleluia Singers Sun: 8:45 am 

Daytime Faith Study 2nd/4th Thurs: 10:00 am 

Knit Unto Others 3rd Tues: 2:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship 2nd Sat: 7:30 am 

Outreach Committee 4th Tues: 7:00 pm 

Properties Committee 3rd Tues: 7:00 pm 

Treasure Box Wed & Fri: 10 am-4 pm 

Vestry 2nd Tues: 7:00 pm 

Women’s Bible Studies Tues: 10:45 - Noon 
Thurs: 6:30 pm – 7:45 pm 

Youth Group 2nd/4th Sun: 6:00-7:30 pm 

August 
 

1-6 Brass Antiqua at Christ Church 

6 Farewell to Bridget 

12 Men’s Fellowship 

14 Special Needs Service 

17 Ice Cream Social & Bingo Night 

20 Sunday School Open House 

27 Parish Cookout, First Day of Sunday School 

 

September 4—Labor Day 

September 10—Bishop’s Visit 

 

Look for  
Christ Episcopal Church Winchester  

and like us to stay up-to-date on the latest news! 

(Many groups are on summer vacation June to August.) 
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August Birthdays 

1 Nancy Brown, Jody Wall 

2 Margery Wingenbach, Kayla Richard 

3 Gail Walsh 

4 Jim Kriewald 

6 Thomas Rockwood, Tracy Tilling 

7 Lucia Thomas 

8 Paula Opheim, Elizabeth Browning 

10 Bart Hansen, Marsha Baden,  
 Mary Gloster 

11 Colleen Hamman, Zachary Barton 

13 Emily Dodd, Tom Stouffer 

14 LaVerne Sargent 

15 Kay Whitworth, Jim Miles 

20 Luke Lovelady 

23 David Meade 

24 Rosalie Lewis, Becky Anders,  
 William Major, Jr., Olivia McKelway,  
 Dorothy Husted  

25 Julia Menge, Nathan Cluss 

26 Kay Keely, Mary Gage 

27 Ellen Morgan, Clare Dame 

28 Loring Holland 

29 Nancy Mitchell, John Riley 

30 Greg Hutchinson, Judy Pennypacker,  
 Caroline Barnes 

31 Donna Bennett, Caroline Cooper 

August Anniversaries 

Please Note: 

We will publish birthday and anniversary information 
only with explicit permission. Please contact the Church 
Office if you wish to be added to or deleted from these 
lists. Please keep the Church Office informed of any 
changes to your address, phone numbers and e-mail 
addresses. Please let the office know the school  
addresses of our college students. 

1  David & Stephanie McWhorter 
2  Chris & Melissa Ferguson 
14  Roger & Helen Zebarth 
25  David & Sara Bicking 

Office Volunteers Needed! 

Volunteers welcome guests and answer 

phone calls from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm 

each day in the Church Office. If you have 

four hours once or twice a month to 

share, please call Jim Taylor  

at 703-403-5264.  
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Finance Committee 

Financial Report 

With half the year in the books, we are about $6,200 behind budget. The main reason we are behind is because 
actual pledged revenue is lagging behind our budget plan by about $20,000. In total, actual revenues are about 
$16,500 under budget. Fortunately, total expenses are also under budget for the first half of the year by about 
$10,200. Second quarter pledge reminder statements were sent out in early July and usually result in 
pledged revenue catching back up to the budget plan. 

It is summer and we expect and budget revenues for the next few months to be lower. This corresponds directly 
to lower church attendance during the summer. We also expect expenses to remain at normal levels. This  
results in a planned budget deficit (total expenses exceeding total revenues) that is expected until late in the 
fourth quarter. 

The table details show the actual and budget revenue and expense numbers by major category types: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year-to-Date through June 2017 Actual Budget Difference 

Revenues       

  Pledged  $217,310.25  $237,367.00  $(20,056.75) 

  Unpledged  $27,181.70  $22,400.00  $4,781.70 

  All Other  $10,093.74  $11,310.00  $(1,216.26) 

    Total  $254,585.69  $271,077.00  $(16,491.31) 

            

Expenses       

  Personnel  $209,813.90  $210,951.85  $(1,137.95) 

  Utilities  $14,179.23  $15,135.00  $(955.77) 

  Property/Maintenance  $18,742.02  $20,810.00  $(2,067.98) 

  Office  $13,097.39  $12,928.00  $169.39 

  Christian Education  $1,583.19  $2,311.00  $(727.81) 

  Music  $5,257.58  $4,230.00  $1,027.58 

  Worship  $948.27  $1,385.00  $(436.73) 

  Stewardship  $178.95  $150.00  $28.95 

  Outreach  $26,181.52  $31,060.00  $(4,878.48) 

  Pastoral Care  $160.00  $530.00  $(370.00) 

  Parish Life  $605.97  $1,070.00  $(464.03) 

  Communications  $718.38  $1,125.02  $(406.64) 

    Total  $291,466.40  $301,685.87  $(10,219.47) 

            

* Sabbatical Reserve  $-  $-  $- 

** Properties Reserve  $-  $-  $- 

Net Total  $(36,880.71)  $(30,608.87)  $(6,271.84) 
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Mission & Outreach 

New Outreach Executive Committee 

The outreach programs of Christ Church have grown in number of opportunities, financial support, and  
members involved over the past few years. With this wonderful growth, the Vestry and leadership of the  
Outreach Committee met to discern a more effective way to make sure these ministries have necessary  
support and oversight by the Vestry.  

In order to help the Vestry give better guidance to the variety of parish outreach ministries, the Vestry is  
establishing a nine member Executive Outreach Committee. This Executive Committee is charged with  
coordinating the financial gifts made to projects locally and around the world, overseeing parish involvement 
in our current outreach projects, and reviewing and making recommendations to the Vestry about new  
programs and current programs. The Committee is appointed by Vestry to meet monthly for their work of 
providing guidance and support for the outreach ministries and projects of Christ Church. The nine members 
will be broken into three classes, each class serving a three-year term. As we begin this transition, the Vestry 
will appoint three classes, one for three years, one for two years, and one for one year. 

Thank You for your Support 

Thank you to those who gave money in support 

of the scholarships for 17 children in the  

Episcopal of Pizarrete in the Domincan  

Republic. This is one of the schools where we 

led Bible schools when we were in Bani. The 

scholarship money from Christ Church pays the 

tuition, uniform, textbooks, and school supplies 

for at least one child, and possibly more. The 

Episcopal Diocese of the Dominican Republic 

knows that it cannot do this important ministry to 

the children in their communities without our 

support. They send greetings and thanks for your 

generosity and love. 

Debra Shows with a student in Bani in 2014. 
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Parish News 

Back to School Bingo & Ice Cream Social 

All are welcome on Thursday, August 17, at 6:00 pm for our Back 
to School Bingo and Ice Cream Social in the Tilford Room. This is 
a family event and will end at 8:00 pm since it's a school night. 
The always entertaining Nick Nerangis will be our bingo caller. 

The beneficiary is the Winchester Rescue Mission which provides 
shelter, meals, a food bank, and case management to the area's 
homeless/impoverished community. Admission is free but we ask 
that attendees donate supplies for the Winchester Rescue Mission, 
specifically: 

 paper towels 

 Pine Sol or Mr. Clean 

 laundry detergent (liquid and/or powder) 

 disinfecting spray (like Lysol) 

 Ziplock bags (quart or gallon) 

 

Anyone wishing to donate a small gift as a bingo prize should 
leave them on the table in the Tilford Room that is marked for 
Bingo Gifts or bring them on August 17th. Please contact Chris 
Ferguson (CFerguson@zwickerpc.com) or Pat Kofalt 
(patkofalt@gmail.com) for additional details.  We look forward to 
seeing all of you on August 17th! 

End of Summer Parish Cookout 
Hosted by the Vestry & Parish Life Committee 

Sunday, August 27, 2017 in the courtyard  
after the 10:30 am service 

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share!  

www.winrescue.org 
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Parish News 

Men’s Fellowship Meets 

August is clearance month for the Treasure Box with drastic reductions on all  
merchandise in anticipation of closing out the summer season at the end of the 
month. WANTED--shoppers in search of great bargains! We still have a good  
selection of ladies tops, slacks, accessory jackets, and menswear. The steady flow 
of donations from parishioners is greatly appreciated and enables volunteers to 
keep racks and shelves restocked with new items that keep our customers coming 
back. We also have an opening for a desk volunteer the 3rd Friday of the month 
from 10-1. Newcomers are encouraged to join the camaraderie of Treasure Box 
churchwomen! Contact Paulette Jennis at 540-662-0436 to get started. 

114 W. Boscawen St. 

In August, we will collect shampoo, bar soap, and laundry detergent 
for CCAP. 

CCAP (Congregational Community Action Project) is a ministry of 46  
worshipping communities in Winchester and Frederick County that 
have come together to support our neighbors in need with financial, 
material, and other assistance. There is a bookshelf in the foyer of the 
Parish Hall marked CCAP. Please leave items there and thank you for 
your generosity!  

CCAP Collection for August 

The Men's Fellowship meets Saturday, August 12th, in the Tilford Room, where 
we will enjoy the film, Lilies of the Field, staring Academy award winner Sidney 
Poitier.  We will also recap our pending participation in our new ministry serving 
the Winchester Rescue Mission. Please bring your own breakfast this month! 

The Treasure Box 
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Parish Nurse Musings 

Summer has flown by and now we are almost ready to start school again. Take some time and 

enjoy the rest of the summer.  

I want to welcome my assistant, Rosalie Lewis, who finished her Parish Nurse training this 

summer. I am so happy to have her on board.  

It has been dry and I just read in two journals about watering plants and 

flowers and the lawn. Do it in the morning before 10:00 am, instead of at 

night. If done at night, be certain that you have enough time before dark-

ness sets in and fungus looms.  

Also, remember to water yourselves adequately! Drink water and try to 

stay away from soft drinks. We now know that these are hard on the  

kidneys and, later in life, may cause problems for you. If you use Gatorade or a similar drink, 

cut it in half with water so you get enough water.  

Finally, I am working with a delightful parishioner on a wonderful project. We can’t advertise 

it, but if you want to know more and want to help see me in church and I will get permission to 

share with you. Hope your summer is wonderful! See you in church!  

Your Parish Nurse, Helen 


