
Tuesday, March 17, 2020 

 

Collect of the Day  

 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear us; and grant that we, to whom you have given a 

fervent desire to pray, may, by your mighty aid, be defended and comforted in all dangers and 

adversities; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Readings for the Day 

 

Psalm 25:3-10 

 

3  Show me your ways, O Lord, * 

and teach me your paths. 

 

4  Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 

5  Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from everlasting. 

 

6  Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 

and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

 

7  Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

 

8  He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 

 

9  All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 

10  For your Name's sake, O Lord, * 

forgive my sin, for it is great. 

 

 

 

 

 

Song of the Three Young Men 2-4, 11-20a 

 

2 Then Azariah stood still in the fire and prayed aloud: 



3 “Blessed are you, O Lord, God of our ancestors, and worthy of praise; 

and glorious is your name forever! 

4 For you are just in all you have done; 

all your works are true and your ways right, 

and all your judgments are true. 

11 For your name’s sake do not give us up forever, 

and do not annul your covenant. 

12 Do not withdraw your mercy from us, 

for the sake of Abraham your beloved 

and for the sake of your servant Isaac 

and Israel your holy one, 

13 to whom you promised 

to multiply their descendants like the stars of heaven 

and like the sand on the shore of the sea. 

14 For we, O Lord, have become fewer than any other nation, 

and are brought low this day in all the world because of our sins. 

15 In our day we have no ruler, or prophet, or leader, 

no burnt offering, or sacrifice, or oblation, or incense, 

no place to make an offering before you and to find mercy. 

16 Yet with a contrite heart and a humble spirit may we be accepted, 

17 as though it were with burnt offerings of rams and bulls, 

or with tens of thousands of fat lambs; 

such may our sacrifice be in your sight today, 

and may we unreservedly follow you, † 

for no shame will come to those who trust in you. 

18 And now with all our heart we follow you; 

we fear you and seek your presence. 

19 Do not put us to shame, 

but deal with us in your patience 

and in your abundant mercy. 

20 Deliver us in accordance with your marvelous works 

 

Matthew 18:21-35 

21 Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church* sins against me, 

how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ 22Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, 

I tell you, seventy-seven* times. 



23 ‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 

talents* was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 

with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on 

his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 27And out 

of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same 

slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii;* and 

seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” 29Then his fellow-slave fell down and 

pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” 30But he refused; then he went 

and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow-slaves saw what had 

happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 

place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that 

debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I 

had mercy on you?” 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay 

his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 

your brother or sister* from your heart.’ 

Reflection 

Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

All of the readings for today focus on God’s graciousness, and willingness to forgive us. The 

Psalmist asks that God not remember us according to what we have done wrong in our lives, but 

according to God’s love, and for the sake of God’s goodness. This is a reminder for us that God 

does not insist on counting up all of our failures and sins, but instead extends grace and love to 

us, even when we fail to live up to our obligations to God and neighbor. Indeed, the fact that God 

regards us with this sort of love is part of what makes God a good God, a forgiving one and not a 

harsh one. The compassion and love God shows us, as the Psalmist says, are “from everlasting.” 

We do not need to fear that they will come to an end, or that God’s love for us will change.  

Today’s Gospel challenges us, then, to think about how we are to treat each other in light of what 

we know about God’s grace and forgiveness. The parable of the unmerciful servant features a 

servant who, despite being forgiven an enormous debt by his master, goes out and insists on 

collecting on a comparatively tiny debt. I think we can all relate to this instinct - the desire to get 

back what is ours, to be sure that we get everything we are owed. The desire to hold on to 

grudges and resentments, the unwillingness to extend forgiveness to those who have wronged us. 

But Jesus reminds us that Christians must work against instincts like this, because we ourselves 

have been forgiven by God. Because we follow a God who is merciful, it is part of the Christian 

life to extend mercy to others. Particularly in this strange time of learning how to respond to the 

pandemic, there will be many, many opportunities to extend grace and forgiveness. We will all 

get it wrong as we learn more about how to keep each other safe, and as we deal with the many 

changes the pandemic will require.  



I find it helpful that the Psalmist talks about God teaching us in his way - responding with mercy 

and forgiveness is not natural to us, and it takes practice as we learn to live with the mercy Jesus 

calls us to. My theology professor once preached about the Christian life being a school for 

mercy, that our job as Christians is to learn what God’s mercy is, and learn to be merciful to 

others. In the weeks to come, my prayer is that all of us may be students in that school of mercy, 

learning to forgive as we have been forgiven.  

~ The Rev. Martin Geiger  

 

 

 


