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These are very strange circumstances in which to be writing a sermon. I 

have never before written a sermon that I knew I would never be able to preach in 

person, and I can’t help but feel a sense of loss knowing that we will not be able to 

gather together for the gifts of Word and Sacrament this Sunday or next. I fully 

support the bishop’s decision to ask us to cancel, because it is for a very significant 

reason – because large gatherings are significant ways of spreading coronavirus, 

and anything we can do to limit them will help slow its spread. Bishop Goff, when 

she spoke to the clergy, reminded us that many churches closed for several months 

during the Spanish Flu outbreak of 1918. The church has been here before.  

 But this is still a moment of great uncertainty – as we read and watch the 

news about the spread of coronavirus, we wonder about what’s coming next, about 

how to prepare for it, about what’s going to happen. There are healthy reactions to 

this uncertainty – like trying to stay out of large crowds, washing our hands more, 

and keeping in touch with people who may be particularly vulnerable. There are 

also unhelpful reactions – like the people who buy up an entire store’s supply of 

hand sanitizer for themselves, leaving none for anyone else. The experience of 



uncertainty and of fear changes us – it drives us to do things differently, to worry 

about things we’d never thought of before.  

 So it’s particularly fitting that our Old Testament reading this Sunday comes 

from the Israelites’ experience in the wilderness, from their own time of fear and 

uncertainty. Today’s reading is one of several moments in the Israelites’ 

wanderings where their concern about how their needs are going to be met leads 

them to complaining and anger. In this moment, it’s the lack of water that leads 

them to question Moses’s leadership, to become angry with him. They begin to 

question not only their present circumstances, but also the entire journey they’ve 

been on. They ask Moses “Why did you bring us out of Egypt?” They begin to 

doubt, not just Moses, but that God has really been the one leading them all this 

time. And they ask that ultimate, haunting question “Is the Lord among us or not?”  

 And really, that’s always the question we end up asking in times of fear and 

uncertainty. Is God with us or not? If God is with us, why are things happening the 

way that they are? These are real and natural questions, especially right now. But I 

think part of what the Exodus reading demonstrates is that in times like these, God 

is especially willing to be present with us. That God is eager to make himself 

known to us when we are scared and uncertain. For the Israelites, God made 

himself known through a miraculous gift of water, a reminder to them that God had 

been among them throughout their time in the wilderness, and that God would 



continue to be among them. Even when they doubted and complained, even when 

things became difficult, God would still be among them. And what was true for the 

Israelites is true for us as well – we can count on God to be with us, to offer us 

strength and comfort in our fear and uncertainty, to be water for us when we find 

ourselves in the wilderness. 

 If we turn to today’s Gospel, this reminder of God’s presence goes a step 

further. Today’s Gospel begins with a Samaritan woman gathering water at a well, 

who is surprised to learn that Jesus is willing even to speak to her. She is 

concerned first about water, about the basic needs that she goes to that well every 

day to meet, but she quickly begins to understand from her encounter with Jesus, 

that Jesus is offering her something much more important than physical water. The 

living water Jesus offers her, the water that he is for her, is not about meeting a 

physical need, but a spiritual one. Jesus offers her a new kind of relationship with 

God, a new promise of God’s presence and care for her, the chance to worship God 

in spirit and in truth. Jesus tells her the truth about herself and her life, but he offers 

her a new truth and a new identity, in relationship with him. He takes her 

uncertainty and her fear, and he offers her his presence in response. 

 This encounter with Jesus leads this woman to do something, as a response 

to the way her life has been changed. She returns to her village, to tell people about 

her encounter with Jesus, to spread the news of someone who told her all about her 



own life, someone who seemed like the Messiah. And because of her encounter, 

many other people in her village come to believe in Jesus. This woman becomes an 

evangelist, someone who points others to the living water she has found. She 

doesn’t keep the assurance of God’s care for her to herself – she goes to tell other 

people about it, so that they can have the same encounter with Jesus she did. 

 The Samaritan woman’s encounter shows us the next step for us when we’re 

dealing with fear and uncertainty – not just that we look for the signs of God’s care 

and presence, but that we communicate them to others. That we share the Good 

News we have encountered in our own lives. That we do our best to be signs of the 

hope we have found in Christ. Particularly in this time of fear and uncertainty, the 

world is so much in need of this kind of hope and assurance. Whatever care and 

comfort we can offer to others – through making phone calls to people who are 

isolated, getting groceries for people who cannot go out, offering reassurance to 

those who are scared, caring for people who have lost work – all of that is 

desperately needed. Offering care to others in need – in ways that are safe for us to 

do right now – is a way for us to be signs of God’s presence and care to others, a 

way to lead others to the living water of Christ. It may not seem like very much as 

we watch the news, but we know that when we offer a cup of water to those who 

thirst, we’re giving it to Christ, there in the face of our neighbor. God is with us 

right now, and for all the weeks ahead, as the water we need to live. Our job is to 



make sure that others know that, and can find their strength in Christ our solid 

rock.  


