
Monday, March 16, 2020 

Collect of the Day 

Look upon the heart-felt desires of your humble servants, Almighty God, and stretch forth the 

right hand of your majesty to be our defense against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Readings for the Day 

Psalm 42:1-7  

1  As the deer longs for the water-brooks, *       

  so longs my soul for you, O God. 

2  My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; *     

  when shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 

3 My tears have been my food day and night, *      

  while all day long they say to me, 

  “Where now is your God?” 

4  I pour out my soul when I think on these things: *      

  how I went with the multitude and led them into the 

  house of God, 

5 With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, *       

  among those who keep holy-day. 

6  Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *      

  and why are you so disquieted within me? 

7  Put your trust in God; *         

  for I will yet give thanks to him,       

  who is the help of my countenance, and my God. 

 

2 Kings 5:1-15b (NRSV)  

1 Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with 

his master, because by him the LORD had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty 

warrior, suffered from leprosy. 2  Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl 

captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman's wife. 3  She said to her mistress, "If 

only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy." 4  So 

Naaman went in and told his lord just what the girl from the land of Israel had said. 5  And the 

king of Aram said, "Go then, and I will send along a letter to the king of Israel." He went, taking 

with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten sets of garments.  

6  He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, "When this letter reaches you, know 

that I have sent to you my servant Naaman, that you may cure him of his leprosy." 7  When the 

king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, "Am I God, to give death or life, that 



this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to 

pick a quarrel with me." 8  But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn 

his clothes, he sent a message to the king, "Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to 

me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel."  

9  So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha's house. 10  

Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall 

be restored and you shall be clean." 11  But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, "I 

thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the LORD his 

God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! 12  Are not Abana and 

Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, 

and be clean?" He turned and went away in a rage. 13  But his servants approached and said to 

him, "Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have 

done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, 'Wash, and be clean'?" 14  So he went 

down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; 

his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean. 15  Then he returned to the 

man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood before him and said, "Now I know that 

there is no God in all the earth except in Israel; " 

 

Luke 4:23-30 

[After Jesus read the scroll of Isaiah in the temple and all spoke well of him and recognized him 

as Joseph's son,] 23  Jesus said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 'Doctor, 

cure yourself!' And you will say, 'Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard 

you did at Capernaum.'" 24  And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the 

prophet's hometown. 25  But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, 

when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all 

the land; 26  yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27  

There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was 

cleansed except Naaman the Syrian." 28  When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled 

with rage. 29  They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on 

which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30  But he passed through 

the midst of them and went on his way. 

Reflection 

7 Put your trust in God; * 

for I will yet give thanks to him, 

who is the help of my countenance, and my God. 

As we go through the next few weeks, we find ourselves caught in that struggle of two worlds. 

These are not the world of us and the world of God, for that is a false duality. Rather it is the 

world of plans and the world of life happening. We are so often fortunate to be able to make 

plans and then carry them out without any problems. This creates the illusion that we have 

control of our lives, and we are shocked when this does not happen. With the reality of COVID-



19, attempts to create social distance to slow the spread, and the major disruption of many of our 

plans, we are forced to reflect on why it is that we seek to live lives of humility as children of the 

living God whose son calls us to be servants of one another, washing one another's feet, checking 

on each other, caring for one another just as our Lord cares for us. 

The use of psalms is the practice of coming to our Lord in prayer, remembering that it is by the 

grace of God that we exist, and must rely upon God. The soul of the psalmist longs for God 

because his/her life is not finding fulfillment when the psalmist feels absent from God. Naaman 

struggles to have control over his own cure, and is humbled when reminded that it is only by his 

arrogance that he does not listen to Elisha's simple request to wash. I wish this situation could be 

remedied by something as simple as washing. We do need to wash our hands, but we also need 

to take care that we make sure we are feeling well. And while we will struggle with the 

frustration of this period of waiting, being apart, wanting life to become normal again, we also 

need to hear the psalmist's reminder that we are always about following Jesus. We need to be 

humble in our anxious times, diligent in our care for each other, and remember to reflect the love 

of God in Christ in the countenance (face/expression/lives) we share with others being sure to 

check on our neighbors, be alert for the vulnerable, and to pray to God for health and guidance   

in this time of uncertainty. 

~ The Rev. Webster Gibson 


