
Monday, March 23rd, 2020 
Monday in the Fourth Week of Lent 
 
Collect for the Day 
 
O Lord our God, in your holy Sacraments you have given us a foretaste of the good things of 
your kingdom: Direct us, we pray, in the way that leads to eternal life, that we may come to 
appear before you in that place of light where you dwell for ever with your saints; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Readings for the Day 
 
Isaiah 65: 17-25 
 
17 For I am about to create new heavens 
   and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered 
   or come to mind. 
18 But be glad and rejoice for ever 
   in what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 
   and its people as a delight. 
19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
   and delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 
   or the cry of distress. 
20 No more shall there be in it 
   an infant that lives but a few days, 
   or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
   and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 
21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
   they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22 They shall not build and another inhabit; 
   they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
   and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23 They shall not labour in vain, 
   or bear children for calamity;* 

for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 
   and their descendants as well. 
24 Before they call I will answer, 



   while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
   the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
   but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain, 
says the Lord. 
 
Psalm 30:6-13 
 
6  Weeping may spend the night, * 

but joy comes in the morning. 
 
7 While I felt secure, I said, "I shall never be disturbed. * 

You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains." 
 
8 Then you hid your face, * 

and I was filled with fear. 
 
9  I cried to you, O Lord; * 

I pleaded with the Lord, saying, 
 
10 "What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * 

will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
 

11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; * 
O Lord, be my helper." 

 
12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; * 

you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy. 
 
13  Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * 

O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever. 
 

John 4:43-54 

43 When the two days were over, he went from that place to Galilee 44(for Jesus himself had 
testified that a prophet has no honour in the prophet’s own country). 45When he came to Galilee, 
the Galileans welcomed him, since they had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the festival; 
for they too had gone to the festival. 

46 Then he came again to Cana in Galilee where he had changed the water into wine. Now there 
was a royal official whose son lay ill in Capernaum. 47When he heard that Jesus had come from 
Judea to Galilee, he went and begged him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point 
of death. 48Then Jesus said to him, ‘Unless you* see signs and wonders you will not believe.’ 



49The official said to him, ‘Sir, come down before my little boy dies.’ 50Jesus said to him, ‘Go; 
your son will live.’ The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started on his way. 
51As he was going down, his slaves met him and told him that his child was alive. 52So he asked 
them the hour when he began to recover, and they said to him, ‘Yesterday at one in the afternoon 
the fever left him.’ 53The father realized that this was the hour when Jesus had said to him, ‘Your 
son will live.’ So he himself believed, along with his whole household. 54Now this was the 
second sign that Jesus did after coming from Judea to Galilee. 

Reflection 

Both the Psalm and the reading for Isaiah appointed for today reflect a movement - movement 
from weeping to joy, from insecurity to security, from the way things are to the new thing God is 
going to do. In Isaiah’s vision, this movement is something that God will bring about, calling 
God’s people into a Jerusalem that has been made new, a society that will enjoy peace and 
security, “new heavens and a new earth.” This is a world that God shall rule directly, a “holy 
mountain” which will be under God’s protection, and where God will answer before we can even 
call on him. 
 
This vision of peace can seem naive, but the author of this part of Isaiah wrote it from a situation 
that was profoundly challenging. Israel had been exiled from their own land, and taken captive in 
Babylon. The author was writing to remind Israel of the hope that they had in God in spite of 
their present circumstances. This is a vision of hope that is fully aware of loss, of exile, of the 
possibility of despair, but that insists on having faith in God anyway. A vision that insists that 
God has a future for us, even if our present circumstances are difficult.  
 
I think Isaiah’s vision, along with the reminder in the Psalm that “weeping may spend the night, 
but joy comes in the morning” are precisely the message we need to hold on to right now. They 
remind us that the God we follow is a God not just of the present, but of the future. That God is 
always working to bring good out of evil and hope out of despair. That God’s promises are 
meant for precisely those times when we find ourselves in difficult circumstances. The 
experience of staying home as much as possible to slow the spread of coronavirus can feel a lot 
like exile, like  being displaced from our usual lives - including our church! So in this time of 
exile, let us look to Isaiah’s vision of the future, as a reminder that God always has a plan to 
bring us home. 
 
~The Rev. Martin Geiger 
 
 
 


