
Thursday, March 19th, 2020 
The Feast of St. Joseph 
 
Collect for the Day 
 
O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to be the guardian of your 
incarnate Son and the spouse of his virgin mother: Give us grace to imitate his uprightness of life 
and his obedience to your commands; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Readings for the Day 
 
2 Samuel 7:4, 8-16 

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 8Now therefore thus you shall say to 
my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the 
sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and 
have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 
name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will 
plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers 
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people 
Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the 
Lord will make you a house. 12When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 
ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I 
will establish his kingdom. 13He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom for ever. 14I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. When he 
commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by 
human beings. 15But I will not take* my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I 
put away from before you. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before 
me;* your throne shall be established for ever. 

 
Psalm 89:1-8 
 
1 Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing; * 

from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
 
2 For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; * 

you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 



 
3 "I have made a covenant with my chosen one; * 

I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
 
4 'I will establish your line for ever, * 

and preserve your throne for all generations.'" 
 
5 The heavens bear witness to your wonders, O Lord, * 

and to your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones; 
 
6 For who in the skies can be compared to the Lord? * 

Who is like the Lord among the gods? 
 
7 God is much to be feared in the council of the holy ones, * 

great and terrible to all those round about him. 
 
8 Who is like you, Lord God of hosts? * 

O mighty Lord, your faithfulness is all around you. 
 
 
Romans 4:13-18 

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the 
law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but 
where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share 
the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, ‘I have made you the 
father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that 
he would become ‘the father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall 
your descendants be.’ 

 

 



 

Luke 2:41-52 

41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And when he 
was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and 
they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 
44Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to 
look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to 
Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at 
his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents* saw him they were astonished; and his 
mother said to him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been 
searching for you in great anxiety.’ 49He said to them, ‘Why were you searching for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father’s house?’* 50But they did not understand what he said to 
them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His 
mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years,* and in divine and human favour. 

 
Reflection 

“Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in 
great anxiety.” 

I was struck in reading Luke’s account of young Jesus in the Temple by the incredible 
anxiety Mary and Joseph must have felt in having Jesus disappear. Caring for a child is 
vulnerable and difficult work at the best of times, and I’m sure the experience of taking Jesus to 
Jerusalem to the crowds of the Temple was especially challenging for both of them. It reminded 
me of my own experience as a teacher’s aide in a special education classroom. The classroom I 
worked in focused on helping high schoolers with intellectual disabilities learn life skills, so 
much of our work was about taking them out in the community, to practice bus riding, grocery 
shopping, and navigating the skills of independent life. Even though I was always sent out with 
another teacher or aide, I was terrified the first few times - what if I lost track of someone? What 
if something went wrong? And of course, my very first day on the job, a student had a meltdown 
in a grocery store parking lot! 

Anytime another person is entrusted to our care, we are liable to this sort of anxiety - 
caring for another person means we worry about their well-being, that we want to know that they 
are safe. Our concerns about the spread of coronavirus have only heightened those normal 



anxieties for many of us. Right now, we’re concerned about our parents staying healthy, our 
children being safe, family and friends of all sorts. Even as we try to navigate and figure out 
what we should be doing ourselves, we may be giving advice to our family and friends, and 
trying to help each other think through how to stay safe and connected to each other. What we’re 
learning about is being guardians of each other, as St. Joseph learned about being the guardian of 
Jesus as he grew up. It’s hard work, and I think we can take some comfort in the fact that the 
Holy Family struggled with it as well! 

But I think we can also take some comfort in Jesus’s reply to Mary and Joseph - “Why 
were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” Jesus is 
here reminding his guardians that he is something more than a human child, that his life includes 
something more than Mary and Joseph can understand. They will not understand this until much 
later, but Jesus is their Guardian, the very God who has created them and continues to watch 
over them. Even as we deal with our own anxiety about how best to care for each other in very 
difficult circumstances, we can remember that we follow a God who cares for and guards us. 
God’s faithfulness is firmly set in the heavens, as the Psalmist says, and God will continue to be 
with us and care for us.  

~ The Rev. Martin Geiger 

 

 

 
 
 


