
Wednesday, March 18, 2020 

Collect of the Day 

Give ear to our prayers, O Lord, and direct the way of your servants in safety under your 

protection, that, amid all the changes of our earthly pilgrimage, we may be guarded by your 

mighty aid; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Readings 

Psalm 78:1-6  

1  Hear my teaching, O my people; *        

  incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2  I will open my mouth in a parable; *        

  I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3  That which we have heard and known,       

 and what our forefathers have told us, *       

  we will not hide from their children. 

4  We will recount to generations to come      

 the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, *      

  and the wonderful works he has done. 

5  He gave his decrees to Jacob 

 and established a law for Israel, *        

  which he commanded them to teach their children; 

6  That the generations to come might know, 

 and the children yet unborn; *        

  that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 

 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2,5-9 

1 So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so 

that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is 

giving you. 2  You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything 

from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you. 5  

See, just as the LORD my God has charged me, I now teach you statutes and ordinances for you 

to observe in the land that you are about to enter and occupy. 6  You must observe them 

diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear 

all these statutes, will say, "Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!" 7  For what 

other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call to him? 8  

And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting 

before you today? 9  But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the 

things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; 

make them known to your children and your children's children— 

  



Matthew 5:17-20 (NRSV)  

17  "Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish 

but to fulfill. 18  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 

stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19  Therefore, whoever breaks 

one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in 

the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the 

kingdom of heaven.  

Reflection 

9  But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes 

have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your 

children and your children's children— 

When I moved to Texas to go to seminary, one of my Texas born professors was quick to point 

out to me as a Virginian the real story of how George Washington was actually born in Texas. 

According to my professor's version of history, George Washington could not tell a lie, so they 

had to leave Texas and move to Virginia. 

Oh the stories we hear as we live out life. But also, the sacred stories of Scripture remind us that 

we do come out of a much larger communal experience where God seeks us out to be God's 

children, and that includes how we participate and follow God in this relationship. The Old 

Testament has a great process for helping God's children remember that our discipleship is not 

simply about following rules. It also includes many accounts of our failures in stories of our 

human experience where we turn from God and norms or rules come about to help us both turn 

back to God and perhaps even learn something so we do not turn away from God again. 

Jesus is speaking to that reality of our family history because he did not come out of a vacuum to 

replace what God did before. Instead, Jesus invites us to take our relationship with God seriously 

so we know Jesus is a continuance of prophetic witness, but in a different experience for 

humanity.  

17  "Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish 

but to fulfill. 18  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 

stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished." 

We are now in an experience that I bet we will pass on to our children noting, "I remember the 

time when life was no longer normal, people were scared and we were challenged to trust in 

God's love when we realized our fragile mortal nature because of a virus…" The question I 

struggle with in this chapter of our lives is what will the theme of the chapter be? Will it be when 

people were so scared and selfish that it was every person for themselves? Or will it be when 

people were so scared, but they realized in that moment of Jesus's challenge to love one another 

as Jesus loved us? My hope and prayer will be the memory to come saying, "In that moment of 

loving one another, we made sure to care for our neighbors and people saw what sacrificial love 

looked like making sure everyone had enough in the abundance of God's grace and in the sharing 

of our resources with each other." 



That would be a great way to make sure the children and their children know what we mean by 

discipleship.  

~ The Rev. Webster Gibson 

 


