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Texts for this week: 1 Samuel 16:1-13, Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41 

Please read these texts before continuing. 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu//texts.php?id=27 

 

Well, this is a really weird experience for me – preparing a sermon that is to be read by 

you, and not to you.  I miss being able to see you in person, to get a little feedback from 

your reactions to what I say, but at least we can hope that this separation will be short 

lived and that we'll be able to be together again soon in our beloved worship space.  It is 

equally a bit spooky that the lessons for today address our blindness – our inability to 

SEE – since I cannot see you as you read this.   

 

Throughout the scriptures there are references to seeing and blindness.  When the people 

of Israel (and Moses in particular) first encounter God, they cannot see God, but only a 

cloud that surrounds God.  When the disciples get nervous about their future, they ask 

Jesus, “Show us the Father.”  And Jesus responds, “If you've seen me, you've seen the 

Father.”  The problem was that they hadn't yet “seen” Jesus (who Jesus really is) so they 

couldn't see the Father either.  Many times “seeing” is used as a way of saying, “I 

understand,” as when we say “I see” as someone tries to explain something difficult to 

understand.  Today's lessons are a case in point - “seeing” has more to do with 

understanding than with eyesight.   

 

In the story of Samuel's anointing of David to be king over Israel God tells Samuel, “the 

LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD 

looks on the heart.”  If you want to understand what God “sees” of us, you must enter 

into a relationship with God and listen with your heart more than just looking with your 

eyes.  And in the story from the Gospel of John, we're told that a man who was born 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=27
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=27
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blind (who had never seen anything yet with his eyes) is given his sight through an 

encounter with Jesus and becomes the only one in this Gospel who “sees” (understands 

in his heart) clearly enough right away to bow down and worship Jesus on the spot.   

 

In this chapter of John blindness and sight are explicitly mentioned in 24 of its 41 verses 

– I think John is trying to tell us something!  But it's not only blindness and seeing that 

are important here, but also the connections made between our ability to see who Jesus 

is and to see who is sinful and what constitutes sin.   

 

The disciples ask Jesus “who sinned, this man or his parents” that caused him to be 

blind, but Jesus rejects this argument and tells them that the man's blindness is so that 

God's grace may be revealed when he is healed, and Jesus goes even further saying that 

He is the light of the world (so that all may see the grace of God through Him).   

 

After the man's sight is restored, the Pharisees call Jesus a sinner because he healed on 

the sabbath, and then try to get the formerly blind man to be a witness to Jesus' “sin” so 

that they can publicly denounce Jesus.  But the man turns the argument back against the 

Pharisees and points out that it is astonishing that these learned, holy men are not able to 

see the hand of God in Jesus' healing act.  And finally Jesus confronts the Pharisees 

directly saying, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may 

see, and those who do see may become blind.”  And he tells them, “now that you say, 

'We see', your sin remains.”  It seems that not seeing is not the sin, but rather seeing and 

then refusing to believe. 

 

Lent is a time when we are to see a little more closely into ourselves and our actions in 

order to understand (or “see”) the extent of our own sinfulness so that we can more 

earnestly see our need to repent, and then be forgiven, and then finally celebrate the 
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coming Easter even more enthusiastically than we did last year and the years before that.  

Our life in Christ does not come about in a flash (like lightning), but is revealed over 

time as we look ever deeper into lives and the life of our community to see the light of 

the world growing in, around and through us.  Life in Christ is a journey toward light 

(understanding) and if we too quickly say, “I see” then (like the Pharisees) we probably 

do not see as clearly as we pretend.   

 

And while we're on the subject of seeing during Lent, let's not forget the importance of 

seeing those around us.  Especially during this current crisis we need to be aware of the 

fear, pain and needs of our neighbors who may be shut-in, ill, out of work, afraid of 

becoming sick or alone.  In these times we need to reach out to each other even more 

than we usually do in order to be the hands and feet of our Lord's ministry to God's 

world.   

 

One great help to me as I attempt to get better at this is reading again our Psalm for this 

week “even though I walk through the darkest valley...you are with me.”  Sometimes 

that simple reminder of Jesus' presence with us helps.  And it also helps to remember 

that we don't need to be great thinkers to express great faith – for instance remember the 

of the Pharisees by the man whose blindness was cured, “one thing I do know, that 

though I was blind, now I see” - now someone could make a song out of that! 

 

And speaking of songs, I often get great comfort in rough times by singing (or just 

remembering the words of songs that have helped me before).  If I had had the chance to 

be with you this Sunday, I was going to have you join me in singing one of the songs 

that inspire me when I don't seem to be able to see ahead very well, and when things 

seem awful and perhaps even hopeless.  The words are: 

Precious Lord, take my hand 

Lead me on, let me stand 
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I'm tired, I'm weak, I'm worn 

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 

 

When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near 

When my light is almost gone 

Hear my cry, hear my call 

Hold my hand lest I fall 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 

 

When the darkness appears and the night draws near 

And the day is past and gone 

At the river I stand 

Guide my feet, hold my hand 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 

 

And, since I'm not with you to provide a guitar accompaniment, here are some links to 

versions of this wonderful song. (I especially like the bluesy version by Merle Haggard, 

but Sara prefers Elvis!): 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThsYX4RBtbw Elvis Presley (skip the ads) 

(No, that's not ME, but I'm really getting into this multi-media thing!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRCV-5oHsg0 Merle Haggard 

 

So as we continue through this Lent and the current virus crisis, I hope you will sing this 

song (or read these lyrics) and that they will remind you that you are not alone, but 

journeying together with our Lord and all of us who travel with you. May God bless 

you, and stay well! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThsYX4RBtbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRCV-5oHsg0

